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Changing Lives 
Source from WonderSkills Reading Intermediate 2 

(ISBN:978-981-3154-74-2) 
 
 

Malala Yousafzai was born in 1997 in the Swat Valley in Pakistan. 

Malala loved school. She wanted to study and become a doctor. But 

some people where she lived didn’t believe in education for girls. They 

thought girls should stay home and work for their families. They stopped 

girls from going to school. 

Malala’s father was a teacher. He didn’t agree with those ideas. He 

helped Malala write a blog. People all over the world read the blog. They 

saw how hard it was for girls to get an education in Pakistan. 

Malala’s ideas made some people angry. They wanted to make her be 

quiet. When she was fifteen, they attacked her and hurt her. 

Her family had to move to England to be safe. She was in the hospital 

for a long time before she got well. 

Now Malala is a hero. She gives speeches around the world. She wants 

to make the world a better place for all through education. 

In 2014, she won the Nobel Peace Prize. She donated her prize money 

to help girls complete their education.  
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The Life of a Writer 
Source from R21 Reading for 21st Century Kids 6 

(ISBN:978-957-606-833-1) 
 
 

It’s not always easy to be a writer, and even some of the world’s most 

famous authors have had problems because of their work. Many writers 

have been quite poor, and others have had trouble getting people to 

read their stories. 

J.K. Rowling, the writer of the Harry Potter books, has had both of 

these problems. She might be rich and famous now, but in 1993, she was 

very poor and very unhappy. She needed to work and look after her 

daughter, but she never gave up writing. 

Rowling completed the first Harry Potter book two years later, but 

then, she had a new problem. She needed someone to make her book 

and sell it in bookstores. She sent her story to 12 people, but they all said 

they weren’t interested. They thought readers might feel bored with the 

story, and they didn’t think many people would buy the book. Harry 

Potter quickly became popular, however, and Rowling soon wrote more 

books and helped to make the Harry Potter movies. 

Writing isn’t easy, but sometimes it can be magical. If you don’t 

believe that, just ask J.K. Rowling.  
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Source from Reading Source 3 

(ISBN:978-89-5997-352-1) 
 
 

In the 1950s, African Americans began to organize marches and 

protests. They wanted to be treated equally. This was called the civil 

rights movement. One of its greatest leaders was Martin Luther King, Jr. 

King was born in Atlanta, Georgia in 1929. He encouraged people of all 

colors to stand up against racism in a peaceful way. In 1955, he led a 

protest against racist laws in Montgomery, Alabama. One law made 

African Americans sit in the back of public buses. So, they refused to ride 

the buses for more than a year. Eventually, King and the other protesters 

were able to change the law. He is best known for his “I Have a Dream” 

speech. It was given in Washington, DC in 1963 after the March for Jobs 

and Freedom. In 1964, he became the youngest person ever to win a 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

Sadly, Martin Luther King, Jr. was shot and killed in 1968. But the civil 

rights movement continued on stronger than ever. He is remembered 

each January with a national holiday. 


